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Zimbabwe, located in southeast Africa, can be found on a global map at 20 degrees south latitude, and 30 degrees east longitude.  It is west of Mozambique, south of Zambia, east of Botswana, and north of South Africa.  Relying on agriculture and mining, Zimbabwe’s main exports are tobacco, cotton, oil seeds, livestock, gold, and nickel.  Due to the fact that it is a landlocked state, Zimbabwe is also dependant on the railroad systems for all imports and exports.

Extra Questions

1.  Does the country have a stabilizing population or non-stabilizing population?


Due to the horrible AIDS outbreak in southern Africa in the 1990’s, the crude death rate rose sharply in Zimbabwe and its neighboring countries. (This led to a direct drop in the natural increase rate, see question #3)  One fifth of Zimbabwe’s deaths during this time were AIDs-related, and one fourth of the surviving population is infected.  Due to this, I am forced to say that Zimbabwe has a non-stabilizing population.

2.  What stage of the demographic population model is the country in?


Zimbabwe is in stage two of the model, but according to our textbook, if the AIDs problem is not contained, all countries in southern Africa may regress to stage one if so many deaths continue to occur. (pg. 64)

3.  What is the percent range of the Natural Increase Rate?


Since the AIDs outbreak and the lack of medical attention, the NIR of Zimbabwe has dropped since the 1990’s and has been in a state of fluxuation.  With so many inhabitants still infected, the NIR of Zimbabwe and its neighbors will continue to be a gray area.

4.  Is physiological density high or low?  What does this mean?


According to the text, Zimbabwe has between 250-499 people per square kilometer of arable land.  In my opinion, this is low considering the country’s main exports are, for the most part, related to agriculture.  This means there is very little margin for error in avoiding an economic crunch.  Inclement weather can have a drastic impact on the economy, plus Zimbabwe is forced to be dependant on other factors, such as the railroad going to other countries.  This also does not give Zimbabwe the luxury of having disputes with the neighboring countries.

5.  Offer a possible explanation for any noted gender and/or age irregularities?


The graph shows only one irregularity that I can see.  The base of the graph is shorter on the bottom bar than the second one.  This indicates that the infant mortality rate must be higher in Zimbabwe than the global average.  That would suggest that the lack of medical care, as noted earlier in this questionnaire, does not provide pre-natal care for expectant mothers, and also complications in childbirth almost certainly lead to the death of the newborn.

Compare the age structure and dependency ratios for each population graph.  Briefly explain what effect they will have on the future economics of the country.

6.  Compare the age structure and dependency ratios for each population graph.  Briefly explain what effect they will have on the future economics of the country.


Agriculture and mining are the main factors behind Zimbabwe’s economy.  Agriculture needs a high work force, and mining is a very dangerous job.  Children are working in the fields at a much younger age than other countries’ children, and the high infant mortality rate hits the agriculture business very tough.  The lack of adequate medical care puts the miners in a pinch because the health standards in mining is very dangerous, just due to the nature of the work.  These facts indicate that the future of Zimbabwe’s economy is on shaky ground, and has been for many years.  If medical care in Zimbabwe is not upgraded, the AIDs problem will never be contained, the infant mortality rate will continue to increase, and miners will face poor health in their adult lives due to exposure to unhealthy conditions in the mines.  If Zimbabwe were to experience a medical disaster, such as plague, the future generations will not be able to recover from the economic disaster.
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